The Growing Community
Composting Movement
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258 members

47 states

+ D.C., Puerto Rico,
Canada, Australia,
Costa Rica, Iran,
Lebanon, New

/Zealand, U.K.




Benefits ilsr.org/composting ISR rma

Community
Composting 101

Neighborhood Soil Rebuilders
Composter Training Program

‘Composting is...
he contoled decamponion cf
Mwmnm« o ond
iy bearea] hat crev v, &
wahualle vod sevardemant, This proveis b

T Q MEATFSH, FATS, OlLS,
There are § key ingredients: y OR BONES .- OR G S|
EGGS 7y COOKED
f OR DAIRY X Foop
8 pRODUCTS
PET WASTE
@ PRODUCE & KITTY
STICKERS LITTER
%« TREATED
2 ﬁk‘.?é.f" VJ OR PAINTED
WOoOoD
'6 RﬁgAéEsDT. - HERBICIDE-
INFESTED ﬁ TREATED
PLANTS PLANTS
< " WEEDS DRYER
N/ wimseps % LINT
Lots of ways and sizes! > ) R EER I * ol
‘ TABLEWARE “ TISSUES
&PLASTICBAGS =

wid §

Developed by the Institute for Local Self-Reliance



Why a census?

« Representation

e Data for
composters
themselves

« Baseline for growth

« Document benefits

o |dentify challenges
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Participants

86 complete responses

33 states (+DC, PR, Canada) FUE

Public/private 77

47% /

Nonprofit
24.4%

4%

Private

66.3%
Offer both composting

and collection
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Top 5 Revenue Sources Community

1
2
3
4
o

composters have

Collecton diverse & dynamic

service fees °
operations.

Sales of

compost

Trainings/ workshops/
speaking fees

Sales of compost-
related products

Grants
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Windrow

Bin system
Vermicomposting
Static pile

Forced aeration
Passive aeration
Batch system
In-vessel
Tumbler

Bokashi
Continuous flow system

& more

Percent of operations

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Number of Composting

Methods Used
1 2 3 4 5+
Number of methods

1. Windrows

2. Bin System

3. Vermicomposting



Food = single largest component of
solid waste in landfills and incinerators.

of U.S. composting
operations compost only
yard trimmings

Food scraps = only around 10% of the total
municipal solid waste composted in the U.S.

of Census
respondents
report handling
food scraps



Community Impact

0 4 \/

82% 1%
72%
of composting provide
sites located use some, community
within areas most, or all of engagement
served by their product opportunities
collection on-site
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Jobs

Job creation
compared to
waste
industry:

I

1 2

job per 10,000 job per 10,000

tons per year tons per year
of material of material
incinerated landfilled
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6.2

full-time jobs per

10,000 tons per

year of material
composted

Waste Community
industry: composters:
0
83% 33%
male male
Respondents

report an average of

ILSR
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https://news.gallup.com/poll/389792/lgbt-identification-ticks-up.aspx

Growth

« Over 90% of Average annual growth
programs started rate 1988-2010: 11%
15%
since 2010

« Over half since 2017
« Operations scaling up
- food scrap

processing 2021-
2022

Percent of operations

5%
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Year Compost Program Began



Challenges
#1: Scalingup (63%)  Graphicincluded = Over 40%

Competing / qualifying for

i illi i i overnment contracts
T Client billing, tracking, routing (e.g., adequate apps) g

Advocacy solid waste districts Product testing

Access to best management
practices and experience of others

b . Critters
Staff / operator training

Identifying appropriate equipment

Volunteer coordination Site maintenance

Partnerships with other organizations

Lack of demand for compost
& compost-based products

Meeting demand

Chee for compost

Following good composting
management practices

Competition with other collection service providers
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What's next for the a
Community Composter
Coalition?



What's next for the a
Community Composter
Coalition?

Communication

Collaboration



Thank you &
let's chat!

compostingdcommunity@ilsr.org




