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Question:

a)
If the Big Stone II transmission lines are not built, how will this affect the projected outlet capacity of the CapX lines?

b)
Is any work or other analysis being done to prepare for the impact of a denial of the Big Stone II transmission lines Certificate of Need and the potential that the Big Stone II lines will not be built?  Please describe.

c)
Will any additional facilities be needed to replace outlet potential provided by the Big Stone II transmission lines if these lines are not built?  Explain.

Response:

a)
The response to this information request is contained in Applicants’ response to Department of Commerce Office of Energy Security (“OES”) Information Request No. 23, which is incorporated herein.  

b)
In light of the recommendation by the Administrative Law Judge in the Big Stone II transmission docket and the decision by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission to obtain additional information regarding non-transmission issues, Minnesota load-serving utilities have decided to consider Big Stone II transmission sensitivities in their study work for RES compliance.  The Minnesota Valley – Blue Lake Corridor Study and the Minnesota Renewable Energy Standard Milestone Study both have the potential to identify projects that will influence the transmission grid in the Big Stone area.  

c) If the Big Stone facilities are not built, other facilities would need to be built to replace them.  And regardless of whether the Big Stone II transmission facilities are constructed, additional transmission upgrades in the area will likely be required due to the amount of wind interconnection interest in and around Big Stone County (in both South Dakota and Minnesota).  As noted in response to OES Information Request No. 23: 
It is also known that with any significant increase in generation in the Buffalo Ridge area, the existing Ortonville to Morris 115 kV transmission line (which would be rebuilt as a 230 kV line as part of the Big Stone II outlet plan) would need to be upgraded in some fashion.  This issue is addressed by the Big Stone II transmission facilities.  Without the proposed Big Stone II transmission this issue would have to be addressed in some other way.
It is anticipated that the scope and timing of any other improvements that could act to replace the Big Stone facilities will be addressed during the MISO interconnection studies at which time transmission improvements will be identified.  It is also expected that there will be some consideration of transmission issues in the Big Stone area in conjunction with the Minnesota Valley – Blue Lake Corridor Study and the Minnesota Renewable Energy Standard Milestone Study.  Results from these studies are anticipated prior to the end of 2008.
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