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Response To: Paula Maccabee Information Request No. 9

Citizens Action Task Force

Date Received: ~ May 2, 2008

Question:
A.

Response:
A. and D.

Have Applicants tested whether the 345 kV transmission facilities
identified in Appendix A-1 would still be needed under a set of
generation assumptions where 600 MW of energy is provided between
2009 and 2020 by dispersed renewable generation as defined in
Minnesota Session Laws 2007, Ch. 136, Art. 4, Section 17?

Please provide copies of all documents reflecting the analysis described
in Part A.

If the analysis described in Part A has not been conducted, please
explain what impediments, if any, would prevent Applicants from
performing that analysis?

Have Applicants tested the whether 345 kV transmission facilities
identified in Appendix A-1 would still be needed under a set of
generation assumptions where 1200 MW of energy is provided between
2009 and 2020 by dispersed renewable generation as defined in
Minnesota Session Laws 2007, Ch. 136, Art. 4, Section 17?

Please provide copies of all documents reflecting the analysis described
in Part D.

If the analysis described in Part D has not been conducted, please
explain what impediments, if any, would prevent Applicants from
performing that analysis?

The specific scenarios of 600 MW and 1,200 MW of dispersed

generation have not been analyzed. However, planning engineers studied three
generation scenarios which assumed generation located in different parts of the State
and surrounding states. Based on my professional engineering judgment, the results
of the CapX2020 Vision Plan would not change if these levels of dispersed generation
were assumed because the geographic dispersion of this generation would likely be



similar to the assumed generation pattern and therefore have similar impact on the
high voltage system.

B. and E. No such documents exist.

C.and F.  Studies are currently underway to address the impacts of dispersed
generation on the transmission network, with the first phase focusing on the 2010
timeframe. The results of the dispersed renewable generation Phase I study will be
presented to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission on June 15, 2008. Other
studies focusing on the 2016 and 2025 timeframe will address different generation
scenarios including looking at dispersing generation on a broad regional basis. As
results from these studies become available they will be shared with the public.
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